
Moab Potash Bighorn Sheep Guzzler Report - 2012 
 

The 2011/2012 winter was fairly mild but offered no precipitation or snow.  Lambing 

and adult survival initially appeared good.  Lack of rainfall through the summer has 

severely reduced forage availability, and has possibly diminished survival of lambs 

produced this spring.    

 

There again seems to be higher lion activity in the Mineral Canyon, Hell Roaring Canyon, 

Spring Canyon and Mill Canyon areas and the DWR an APHIS has been informed.   

 

2012 Summary of Future Repair & Maintenance Needs 

Seven Mile-In good shape 

Shafer Basin- Finish catchment addition  

East Fork Shafer Canyon- In good shape, upgraded 2011(except saucer)  

Long Canyon Saddle- In good shape, upgraded 2011(except saucer)   

Long Canyon- In good shape, re-designed 2010 

Big Chief- In good shape, redesigned & upgraded 2010  

Mineral Canyon Forks-Saucer needs protective coating refurbished 

Mineral Canyon- In good shape, upgraded 2012  

Hell Roaring- In good shape, upgraded & redesigned 2011 

Professor Valley-Total over haul complete 2012 

Ten Mile- In good shape-online 2008 

Duma Point Guzzle- In good shape-online 2009 

Little Canyon- In good shape-online 2011 

 

 

Seven Mile 

 

2012- Inspected in the spring and fall, storage tank has water, float valve box was starting to 

leak so a new float valve box was flown in and installed.  

 

  
 



 
 

    
2009-Tank resealed, filled twice, leak found and repaired…now working 

 

2011- Storage tank full,  abundant ewe & lamb use noted.   

2010- Storage tank full.  Cement drinker re-sealed to prevent seepage.  

2009-Filled, empty 2 weeks later, storage tank dug up & resealed, filled, empty again!! Leaking water lines 

found & replaced - no more empty tank!!!!. 

2007, 2008-Tanks empty.   

2006-Water flown in tank full and guzzler working.  Active golden eagle nest across from guzzler. 

 

 

………………………………………………………………… 

Shafer Basin  

 

2012 - Inspected in the spring and fall, storage tank has water. Materials for an extension to 

the catchment were delivered in 2011 by the Moab Fire Shop but, since this guzzler is under 

a viewing area at Dead Horse State Park, the shiny corrugated metal has been slightly buried 

and left to weather and dull down some and will be finish this coming winter/spring. 

 



   
Old Drinker Location                                                          New drinker site below tank                                  

 
2011 - Inspected in the spring and fall, storage tank full, abundant ewe & lamb use noted.  Cement drinker 

cracks were patched.  Moab Fire Shop airlifted material) to extend the catchment surface. 2010 –Storage tank 

full, remained full all summer, abundant ewe & lamb use noted.  New float valve assembly installed in float 

valve box.2009 - Re-located and replaced gravity fed drinker with new system (plumbing, cement drinker, float 

box & needed valves & raised the storage tank lid to catch more water). 2008-Tank is low, not enough to 

gravity fill drinker.  2007-Tank and drinker both full with water.   

 

East Fork Shafer Canyon 

2012 – Inspected in the spring and fall, storage tank has water and bighorn readily use this 

drinker, as always.  
 

   
2011 –Moab Fire Shop and their helicopter deliver a new float box, plumbing materials and the cracked 

drinker & damaged plumbing was repaired and a.  New valve box, plumbing and a blow off valve was 

installed.2010 - Storage tank full and remained full all summer. Drinker & float valve box cleaned, debris 

removed from saucer.  As always, this guzzler has high sheep use.2009- Base of drinker was re-enforced as 

erosion had taken place. 2008--Has Water, catchment good, 2007-Cleaned out drinker and it is now working.  

Cleaned out dead things in float valve tank.  All looks good, lots of sheep sign in the area. 
 

 

………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 



Long Canyon Saddle  
 

2012 - Inspected in the spring and fall, storage tank full.  New float valve box installed.  

 

  
 

  
Remote camera 2011 Graduate student 

 

2011 - Inspected in the spring and fall, storage tank is full and remained full all summer & abundant ewe & 

lamb use noted.  2010 - Storage tank full and remained full all summer.  New float valve assembly installed in 

float valve box.  2009- Annual maintenance 2008-Tank ¾ full 2007-Tank so full it was over flowing! 

 



 
 

 

 

Long Canyon 

 

2012 – Recreation filled the tank and all is in good working order.   

 

  
 



 
 

 

2011 – The new tank was drained prior to 2011 winter freezes damage on Long Canyon Road prevented  

water truck access but precipitation was good through the summer, plan to fill it in the spring of 2012.  2010 – 

New 550 gallon above ground water storage tank installed to be filled each spring by recreation truck and 

drained in the fall via, access from Long Canyon Road.  Plumbing to float valve box replaced, new float valve 

assemble installed.  Slight sheep use noted.  Signs installed at nearby climbing areas restricting climbing 

activities and dogs off leash.2009- In October the saucer was removed, to be re-furbished for the new guzzler 

location near Duma Point, in the spring of 2010 an above ground storage tank will be placed on site and 

filled.   
 

 

 

 

 

Big Chief  

 

2012 – Inspected in the spring and fall, storage tank is over flowing full, system is working 

well and bighorn are now using the relocated drinker! 

 

 



 

  
Newly installed drinker and float valve box-2010 

 

 

2011 – Leak repaired, storage tank is now full, system is working well and bighorn are now using the 

relocated drinker! 2010 – Upright metal catchment repaired & supported to improve strength and rain 

collecting. Due to low sheep use, a new drinker site and drinking system was selected to be installed on a 

bench below the original drinker, where sheep where know to bed down.  The metal drinker was removed, and 

a new float valve box and cement drinker was installed with the help of a volunteer group of 31 teenagers, 5 

adult supervisors and Thomas Smith, Plant and Wildlife Professor at BYU, 2009- A new float valve was 

installed.  2008 - Tank as water 2” above outlet.  Valve was off because float valve is GONE!! 2006 - Tank is 

too low to feed drinker. 2005- DWR cleaned out the line 

    

 
2009 

 

…………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Mineral Canyon Forks 

 

2012 - Inspected in the spring/fall, storage tank full, new float valve box installed. 



 

    
 

2011 - Inspected in the spring/fall, storage tank full, minimal sheep use, sheep sign in area. 2010 – Storage 

tank full.  Saucer, drinker & float valve box cleaned.  2009-Storage tank is fairly full, saucer, drinker and float 

valve box cleaned.  2008-Tank full, drinker repaired.  2007-Tank full.  Drinker cracked and had a slow leak.  

Turn off valve Need to go back and repair.   
 

  
 

 

 

Mineral Canyon  

 

2012 – System upgraded and online, moved drinker and replaced gravity feed system with 

float valve box system and shut off valve, replaced plumbing,   

 



   
 

   
 

 

  
2011 

 
2011 - Inspected in the spring/fall, storage tank full, minimal sheep use, sheep sign in area.2010- Inspected in 

the spring storage tank full, minimal sheep use, sheep sign in area. Drinker & float valve box cleaned, debris 

removed from saucer.  2009-Inspected in the spring, storage tank is fairly full, saucer lid and sediment cleaned 

out of drinker and float valve box.  2008-Storage tank fairly full, system functioning well.  Lots of old sheep 

sign.  2007-Tank & drinker empty.   

 

……………………………………………. 

 



Hell Roaring 

 

2012 – Inspected in the spring/fall, storage tank full working well.  

 

   
New System on the Bench Below 

 

2011 – Upgrade completed.  Metal gravity fed water trough replaced - new float valve system, cement drinker 

was installed on the bench below where the bighorn travel.  2010 - Storage tank full, as always, but no sheep 

use, sheep sign in area. Drinker is scheduled to be converted to a cement basin with float valve box and moved 

to a lower bench where sheep are known to bed & forage.  Drinker materials on site & ready for installation.    

2009- DWR contracted helicopter flew on a new float valve box, cement and plumbing supplies to be installed 

below the catchment in an area were a well used sheep trail now exists. 2008-Full and in good working order.  

One old track in area of guzzler.  5 tracks, fresh, ~ ½ mi. from drinker. 2007-Full of water and looking good! 

 

 

  
Old System 

 

 

……………………………………………. 

 

 

Professor Valley 

 

2012 – Due to the very remote location and access only from a boat crossing the Colorado 

River this guzzler has been off-line in over 15 years. Final repairs were made and this 

system is now back online!!  The entire system from the tank down has been replaced.  Lots 



of sheep use has been noted in the area so this should rapidly become a favorite watering 

hole. 

 

During the fall of 2011 this system was inspected and many problems were discovered 

included a disconnected water line resulting in no water in the storage tank, a degraded float 

valve box and plumbing that is potentially leaking, much soil erosion and a plug that had 

been screwed into the pipe end that feed the cement drinker that is now rusted in place.  

With the help of members from the range and recreational programs and several Utah 

Conservation Corp (UCC) employees water line was repaired, much of the plumbing was 

replaced, the valve box repaired and trench dug to reduce damage from erosion.  

Unfortunately the rusty plug would not budge, but fall rains filled the now not leaky tank up.  

In 2012 the fire crew delivered some materials and the rest were boated and hiked in.  The 

entire drinking system and cement drinker was dug up and a new drinking system and 

drinker and new float valve box was installed and water was made available!!  

 

 

  
  

 
 



 
 

……………………………………………. 

 

 

Ten Mile 

 

2012 - Inspected in the spring/fall, storage tank full, minimal sheep use at drinker, sheep 

sign in area.  

  

 

 



 

 
2011, 2010- Storage tanks are full & all is in good working order.  Cleaned out sediment tanks and additional 

soil placed around storage tanks. 2009 -  Storage tanks almost  full & all is in good working order.  2008-

Through an assistance agreement with the DWR and BLM funds this new guzzler was constructed in the 

summer of 2008. 

 

 

Duma Point Guzzler 

 

2012 - Inspected in the spring and fall.  Storage tank is full and all is in good working order.  

Sheep sign in area. 

 

 
New Guzzler System Installed 

 

2011, 2010 - Storage tanks are full all is in good working order.  2009 – Refurbish saucer style catchment 

installed in cooperation with the DWR, the BLM and Habitat Council Funding.   
 

 

……………………………………………. 

 

Little Canyon  

 

2012- - Inspected in the spring and fall.  Storage tank is full and all is in good working order 

This guzzler has been in place less than a year and in already seeing massive bighorn use!! 



  
Lots of scat and tracks!! 

 

   
 
2011 – A refurbished saucer style guzzler, removed from the Needles Antelope guzzler site in 2010 was 

installed at the Little Canyon site in May of 2011.  The Moab Fire Shop and their helicopter assisted us with 

transport of the fiberglass saucer, plumbing, valve & float boxes and cement for the drinker.   

 

 

……………………………………………. 

 

 

Additional happenings in the bighorn sheep county 

 

Ten-mile Canyon 

The Tem-mile canyon area offers excellent wildlife and bighorn sheep habitat and is also a 

small pasture of a larger grazing allotment.  To protect the integrity of the canyon the 

current grazing systems allows for 6 weeks of use every five years but degraded fencing has 



led to almost year-round use by cattle.  In the spring of 2012 the Moab BLM funded the 

DWR guzzler program to survey, evaluate and make recommendation of the fencing 

situation.  Then, with help of several BLM recreational employees, fences were repaired and 

installed to restrict cattle use.  As of this December cattle grazing has been eliminated in this 

area due to adequate fencing and its grazing use will be reviewed.  

 

  
 

 
 

Rocky Mountain GPS Collar Project 

 



 

 

After the completion of our third, two year GPS collar desert bighorn sheep study we were 

fortunate to have things fall into place and the GPS collars have been placed on 22 Rocky 

Mountain bighorn in the Rattlesnake unit in the Bookcliffs this January 2012. To date five 

animals have died and the DWR is preparing to get these collars back on other sheep.   

There are possible disease issues; therefore blood samples will also be taken. 

 

Typically once a GPS collar project has ended, the collars retrieved and the data 

downloaded it is minimum of two to three years before those collars go back on bighorn.  

Not only does funding need to be secured to refurbish the collars (typically $2000 per 

collar), but funding and support collaring the animals and funding for on the ground and 

aerial monitoring of the collared animals needs to be secured.  Funding is often coordinated 

between the BLM, DWR, NPS, UFNAWS, FWS, CNHA and other interested parties. 

Timing was on our side, as the DWR was preparing to transplant approximately 30 bighorn 

from the Bookcliffs herd to the Jack Creek area within the Vernal BLM FO in December.  

They were prepared to VHS collar many of these transplanted bighorn, but when they 

realized we had 22 empty GPS collars some additional plans developed.  

 

The biggest hurdle was finding the last minute 44K to have the collars refurbished but 

thanks to UFNAWS, the hurdle was quickly resolved and Telonics was readily willing to 

rush the job to accommodate our needs.  Since there was a DWR contract and funding 

available to capture and collar animals, additional collaring costs would be minimal.  As a 

joint effort, the DWR and the Moab BLM decided to spilt the use of these refurbish collar, 

utilizing 7-9 of them on transplanted bighorn and rest would be placed on animals remaining 

in the area.  Unfortunately the transplant portion of the project was called off due to 

domestic sheep grazing that has been re-established in the transplant area, but the capture 

and collaring project moved forward with most of the collars going on animals within the 

Moab FO and a few collars went on animals across the west side of the Green River, in the 

Price BLM FO.   The DWR also included VHS and several of their own GPS collars as part 

of this project.  Though we will not have a graduate student on board at this time, we do 

have Bill Sloan with NPS doing ground work on these collars and the DWR flies this area 

periodically.    

 

Little research has been done on the Bookcliffs bighorn herd and data to facilitate 

management of the herd is needed.  The Moab BLM is very interested in gaining knowledge 



about habitat of these animals and was hoping to use these GPS collars in the future to 

facilitate data collection.   

 
 

 


